A 


'E: E T T E R 


FROM THE 


Author of SIR IS 


TO 


| TroMas PRIOR, Eſq; 


Concerning the 


Under of Tar-Water in 
the PLAGUE. 


Wherein alſo it is conſidered, 


Whether Tar-Water prepared with the 
diſtilled acid of Tar ſhould be preferred, to 
that made in the common Way, by mixing 
Tar with Water, and ſtirring them together. 
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They provoked him to Anger with their r 0WN 
nxventions, and the Plague brake in upon 
them, Pl, cvi. ver. 29. 
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OD obſerve in a late letter of yours, 
that I had formerly hinted, tar-water 
4 might be uſeful in the plague, and de- 
firs to know the reaforis whereon my opinion 
was grounded, and that I would communicate 
my thoughts at large on the ſubject; I am the 
more p to farisfy” y you in this. particular, | 
as the plague” now iat in Barbary hath in 
ſonſe Bene alarmed the publick, and I 


A A think 


56 


figns of which are wet f 


2 


. 2 
; think it may not be nie to contribute ny 


mite of advice towards averting or leſſening the 
preſent danger; and, as fear begets caution, to- 


poſſeſs my countrymen—with”: an apprehenfion 
of this the greateſt of all temporal calamities, 


| ſufficient to put them omtheir guard, and pre- 


pare them againſt the worſt that can 8 


>, * 1 * * | 
g Cm ; pI 1 
be g of Tp on 7d J "I 
that not ole" Bren, 


Iſlands o tener than once in thirty or 


years, and it is nam have: twice * time 


; fince we felt. the hand of the de 1 angel. 


Pal Noni h of Sbyfſe laub Abit 
neden cannot ſpread, except there is a 
ſuitable diſpoſition in the Air to receive it; the 
mmers, leaves and 
fruits blaſted, an n moo of inſects, - 
epidemica digempers Hoy Faſter — 
whith 4 wha) may- Abbe a his eaſterly” 


winds, all which — ſeem to have — 


| themſelves pretty plainly in the courſe of this 
pre ſent 1.1 
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or peſtilence in the air, it is worth obſerving, 


that a prognoſtic may be alſo made from th 


moral and religious iſpoſition of the inhabit- - | 


ants. Certainly that the digitus det (the: n „ 


of Hippocrates) doth manifeſt itſelf _ in the 


Plague, woe; not eds the : pinion of. gagking: : 


tap 


in.g general, but mpg in e. the ot 


14 - * 4 


. to 1 this meſſenger of divine ven- 
geance, will beſt. appear if we take a view of 
the 9 principles and practices of our 
times, which many think have "ag RT. 
aloud for puniſhment ar 


' Analogy and probability . in medicines; 
theſe. are the proper guides where — 
hath not 7 before. 1 knew that tar- water 
was uſeful revent catching the nene 
arid conſe Gen y that its nature was contrary 


nt. ; 


BK Fa + 


to the 7 or venom producing that diſtem- 


pe and therefore I concluded, that it might” 
 uſcfully applied to cure the ſame, though 1 


neder heard nor knew that it had been applied 


. to nt en * the ſucceſs anſwered my 


hop - LEES N JF P . & 5 


4 © 


4 


% like | manner, 8 1 — virtue 
of tar water in preſerving from epidemical in- 
fection, I conceive in general it may be uſeful 


for the cure of diſtempers cauſed by ſuch in- 


fection. Beſides, being very well aſſured that 
tar. water was fovereign 1 in the cure of all ſorts 
of fevers, I think it not unreaſonable to infer, 
that it may prove a ſucceſsful. medicine for the” - 


. 


8 


plague, although I have never known it uſed 
in that diſtemper, foraſmuch as the plague 


with all. its ſymptoms may be conſidered as a2 
8 "> 


F 
<4 


powerful di Judorif Nw EL 
warm and . Add to this,, 
that it frequently throws Sur püſtüles and 1 


: ber in greateſt"uſe Irt "tp Henaiit' ca led. e 


oem, unt apt Jg ale he belt ot fevers, 


: byan eruption"of” 'B&Hs%in"varibus' arts of the 


(35, 


3 that!it'raiſes the {pit £ 
macuin and cord, 79 and Ind therefor 


2153011 S [ : 
In ny.” ſcurvy, gout, as wt as in the 
Cloſe of fevers, T have often known tar- water 


cauſe iroubleſbine erüßtibns or böils ( (the very 


method taken by Hätufe in caffiog forth“ the .. 
venom of the plague) te Break out HE Sur⸗ 
face of the body, "Expelting the morbific 3 


> * 


mours, the cauſe and reliques · of the Gia 


to the fignal benefit of the” Patients; — 1 * 
ſuch who, being ROT at the Symptoms, 
have ſuppoſed the' car Water to roduce thoſe. ; 4 


humours — it only'drives dut, , and.ir in con- 


ſequence of ſuch their' -prountileſs - fa icion, 45 


Jai it reread or perhaps took other medicines 


to 


171 


hinder its.cffe& and thereby deprived chem- 
ing Ives 4 Ny ee ce 


We. 0 


2 In the 3 d beadeache, Sow: 
"fk ſs, grit of .;ſpirits,' and 
: "weakneſs, for. all which tat- Water — been 
foun an.effectual remedy... Bloody urine and 
ſpitting blood, which are alſo dangerous Sym- 
ptoms 3 in the plague, have been often 
Zen en by the ſame medicine, which from 
numberleſs experiments, I, have. found to be 
| peculiarly fitted for purifying and: ſtrengthening _ 
the blood, and for giving. it a due wee 
2 well as a proper motion. 


In 63 plague, pleurifies a are. Wn 5 
9 and in the cure of theſe, I never 
knew tar-water fail, if given. warm in bed, a 
pint or more an hour, thaugh the. patient was 
neither bled nor Adee The carbuncles 
and ſpots which ſhew themſelves i in the plague 
are of a gangrenous nature, tending to mortifi- 
cation. And, gapgrænes I have known effectu- 
ally cured by copious drinking of tar. water. 


* 


An eryſipelas, which. ſheweth a age of | 
malignity neareſt. to the plague,..is eaſily cured 
by plentiful drinking of tar-water,, I knew a 
| erſon, . who had _ fix weeks ill of an ery- 

las under the care of, a celebrated phyſician; 
Gris. TE time. ſhe. ſtruggled: with many 
dangerous 


1 4 = p 
cada. 8 Rn — as. 


ws 8 | 
N ſymptoms, and hardly eſcaped with 


life. This perſon was a year after ſeized again 


in the ſame manner, and recovered ih a week, 


by the ſole uſe of tar-water. Coſtiveneſs is 
_. reckoned a very hopeful prognoſtic in the 
plague; and it is alſo a ſymptom which often 
attends the drinking of tar-water, when it 
- -throws out the venom of a N n 
| the kin. | 


Diſeaſes of the dune ſeaſon Salty ka 


5 ſome affinity to each other in their nature and 
their cure; and it may not be 1 improper on 


this occaſion to obſerve, that the reigning diſ- 
temper of the black cattle - hath- been often 
cured by tar-water, and would (I am per- 
ſuaded) have done much leſs miſchief, if the 
practice had been general, to have given each 
diftempered beaſt- three gallons the firſt, two 


the ſecond, and one the third day, in warm 


doſes, (from a pans to a . and at equal 
intervals. . 
1 od in che firſt ap · 
pearance of a plague the uſe of ſudorifics, put- 
ting the patient to bed, and covering him warm, 


till a copious ſweat be raiſed, the very method 


I conſtantly follow in the beginning of fevers, . 
uſing no other medicine than tar-water, which, 
after numberleſs experiments, I take to'be the 
beſt ſudorific that is known, inaſmuch as it 
throws out the — maſma, wi ithout either 
a heating 


I . : s i 


5 
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Fl Bar patient or weakening him, the 
commo 1 effects | of other ſudorifics, whereas. 
this at the ſame time that it allays the feveriſh 
4 proyes a moſt ſalutary cordial, giving 
- gfeat and Jaſting ſpirits, . belle gal 


11 


Due e 3 ben e e 
inn i. | CA 417 11 7 : Cl i} p 
that for cure of the plague there cannot be a 


better method followed, more general for uſe, - 
112 VIII nne 1 . 3 of] + 29 . 
niore eaſy in practice, and more ſure in effect, 
than to cover the patient warm in bed, and 


make him drink every hour one quart of 


mach is able to bear; a thing not ſo — 
have known much more drank in fevers 
even by children, and that eagerly and by 
choice, : the diſtemper calling for drink, and 
the eaſe it gave encouraging to go on. This 
for the cure; but I conceive that one quart per 


2 
- 


diem, may ſuffice: for prevention; eſpecial- 


en be ace bn Sven temper of wi, 
and ah exact regimen, which are both highly 
uſeful againft the plague. For carbancles and 
buboes I would recommend a liniment of the 
oil of tar, or a plaiſter of pitch mixed with 
tar, which laſt was uſed by the vulgar in tge 
| Dutth plague deſeribed by Diemerbroeck. =. 
It has pleaſed divine providence to viſit us 
not long fince, firſt, with famine, then with 
the ſwerd; and if it ſhall pleaſe the ſane good 
providence yet further to viſit us for our fins, 


"i with 


. 
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vi me <4 
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| bs the 185 what 1 am convinced of 


experience in the Dutch.) 


band; Sy, d | 
diſapproves. If we believe. Dr., Sydenhap 


3 | ” 
with the third and greateſt of human woes. 


this, by God's bleffige, is. the courſe F mean, 
to Mer for myſelf ity 5 if gone 
bee the it would, I doubt not, Goch 
ve the lives of man ythoufünds; 5 be- 
ng perſwaded in my 'own mind, both from 
e. many trials I have made of. tar-water, and 


e beſt judgment and M c 81 could form 
Farc, 1 think my ſelf ob r 5 declare 


. 


And l am the aher moved to this by 


| great uncertainty and diſagreement ech Abr 


ficians, in their methods of ee the At 
Dremerbrogch, for inſtance, a ji, hyſician 
a 


ue, Tat o gr 

about cighty years ago, fifth {I by all Fuge 

from bleedin ing, in that diſtemper, On: the other 
am recommends what the cher 


free uſe of wine, as a preſervative, 


thrown many into the Pes; who ot orwi 0 


might have eſcaped, Willis.on the on- 
trary avers, that he knew many, who being 
well fortified by wine, freely entered amongęfſ 
the infected, without catching the infection. | 


Bleeding cools, but, at the fame time week. 
ens nature. Wine gives ſpirits, but heats - 


withal. They are both therefore to be ſuſ- 
pected, whereas tar- water cools without weak. 


ening, and + gives ſpirits without heating, a ſure 
mT of 1 its FI virtue in all inflama- 


tory 
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tory . and malignant caſes, which is confirfred 


x 


by ſuch numbers of inſtances, that matter of 


fact keeps pace (at leaſt) with reaſon and argu- 
ment in recommending: this medicine. 


= 


5 Plagnes as well as fevers are obſerved to be 


of different kinds; and it is obſerved of fevers, 
that, as they change their genius in different 
ſeaſons, ſo they muſt be treated differently, 
that very method that ſucceeded in one ſeaſon 
often proving hurtful in another. Now it is 
very remarkable, - that tar-water has been 
known to vary its working, and wonderfully | 


adapt itſelf to the particular caſe of the patient, 


A thing I frequently have experienced, = Fg 


<4 7 Laſt- ſpring two children, @boy arid 4 girl, 


the former ten years old, the latter eight years 


old, were ſeized with fevers; the boy had an 


* 
. 


= 
* 


inflammation in his breaſt. In leſs than two 


hours they drank each about five quarts of 


warm tar-water, which wrought them very 


erently, the girl as an emetie, the boy as 
gentle purge, but both alike immediately 


. 


recovered » Without the uſe of any ather medi- 
cine: of this I was an eye-witneſs, and I have 
found by frequent experience, that 'the beſt 
way is, to let this medicine take its own 
courſe, not hindered nor interrupted by any 


other medicines; and this being obſerved, I 


never knew it to fail ſo much as once, in 


above a hundred trials in all forts of fevers. 
oe B 2 Never- 


* 


«Neverthetsf there? are not wanting tboſe Fs 
; Sy inſinuate, that tar-water made in the 
-common way contains noxious oils' or particles 
of tar, nt render it dangerous to thoſe who 
drink it, a thing contrary to all my experi- 
ence. This was the old objection made by 
thoſe who oppoſed it from the beginning. But 
I am convinced by ' innumerable” trials, that 
tar-water is ſo far from doing hurt by any 
cauſtic or fiery quality, that it is on the con- 
trary a moſt potent medicine for the allaying 
* _ and curing of all inflamatory diſtem- 


The perpetual returning to the ſame 


A ejection makes it Hecefny ! to f che ſame 
anſwer, 


"if 


„ 


And yet, ſome who are not afraid to argue 
| tid experience, would ſtill perſuade us that 
| the common tar- water is a dangerous medicine, 
| "old that the acid freed from the volatile oil is 
(| much more ſafe and efficacious : but I am of 
b opinion, that being robbed of its fine volatile 
oil (which neither ſinks to the bottom nor 
floats at the top, but 1 is throughout and inti- 
mately united with it, and appears to the eye 
only in the colour of tar- water); being rob- 
i bed, I fay, of this oil, it is my opinion it can 
be no cordial, which opinion (not to mention 
tinittzhe reaſon of the thing) T ground on'my own 
experience, having obſerved that the moſt acid 
| Water is F the” leaſt cordial, ſo far am I from 
+; | | 2 imputing 


131 
imputing the whole virtue to de acid, as ; ſome 
n towns. 17 30. J Hane 1 

It . not i reaſonable to 3 that 
1 cauſtic quality of tar- water (if ſuch tliere 
Was) ſhould, be removed or leſſened by diſtilla- 
tion, ox that a ſtill ſhould furniſh a cooler and 
better medicine than that which is comr ; 
prepared by the ſimple affuſion and ſtirring of 
cold water, However the ends of chymiſts or 
diſtillers may be ſerved thereby, yet it by no 
means ſeemeth calculated for the benefit of 
minkind in general, to attempt to make ped- 
ple ſuſpect, and frighten them from the uſe 
of a medicine, ſo eaſily and ſo readily made, 
and every where at hand, of ſuch: approved 
and known ſafety, and at the ſame +time 
recommended by cures the moſt extraordinary, 
on perſons of all ſexes and ages, in ſuch 
variety of diſtempers, and in ſa eder An 
- Parks: of chriſtendom. 4 Bas | 


bs By moſt men, 1 bake it t will be Jagel 
at beſt, a needleſs undertaking, inſtead of an 
of eaſy- tried medicine to introduce one more 
operoſe and expenſive, unſupported by experi- 
ments, and recommended by wrong ſuppofi- 
tions, that all the virtue is in the acid, and 
that the tar-water being impregnated. with 


: volatile oil js con, Which a are 1 notorious 
makes . 


: 8 


{ 


tal 

Thoug 1 it hs the character ef refin * 
diſſolve — mix with water as ſalts do, yet 
theſe attract fore fine particles of effential'oil, 
which ſerves as a vehicle for ſuch acid falts; and 
the colour of the tar-water ſheweth the fine 
vil, in which the vegetable ſalts are lodged, to 
be diffolved and mixed therein, The combi- 
nation of two ſuch different ſubſtances as oil 
and ſalt, conſtitutes a very ſubtile and active 
menlicine, fitted to mix with all humours, and 
veſolve all obſtructions, and which may nul 
"Pl be called an acid oF 55 


1 


Tar-water op more vemly and acc 
gs the 3 2 oil, and 


lofing their acrimon approach the 
nature of neutral ſalts, and 1 become more 


friendly to the animal ſyſtem, By the help of 
: a ſmooth: infinuating oil, theſe acid ſalts are 
more caſily and ſafely introduced into the fine 
capillaries, I may add, that the craſis of the 
blood is perfected by tar-water, being good 
- againſt too great a ſolution and fluidity. as a bal- - 


- fam, and againſt viſcidity as a ſoap, all which 
| entirely depends. upon the mixture of oil with 


the acid, without which it could neither ope- 


rate as a balſam nor a ſoap; briefly, it was not 


- mere acid or diſtilled water, of tincture of tar, 
but tar-water, as commonly made, by affuſion 


and ſtirring of cold water upon tar, which hath 


4 — all thoſe great cures and falutary 


effects, 2 


1 
effects, which have recommendediit 5a med 
oe, nee of the world. 

10 bene aff yaluidal; which or cake the 
tains the ſpirit; is ſo fir from noxious, that it 
is; the vety- thing that makes tan-water a 
_ cordial ; this gives it a grateful warmth; and 
raiſeth the ſpirits of the hyſteric and h —— | 
driacal; this alfo rendering the blood 5 
|  diſpoſeth, wounds of all ſorts: to an eaſy _ 
this allo, it is that fortifies the vitals, and inv. 
gorates.natare,, driving the gout to the/ entre 
Mities, eie the Fits, till it _— 
ſubdues that abſtivate. and cruel enemy, as 
hath: been after; known; to do; but — — 
J ſo far from heing able todo this, that on the 
_ contrary the ffee uſe: of acids is: AY 
Nan the cauſes. of the gout, | Ty 


never eld find that the as oil 5 

from tar by the affuſion of cold water produced | 
any inflammatien, or was: atherwife hurtful, 
not even though: the water by longer ftirring 
had: imbibed far more of the oil than in the 


common manner, having, been aſſured, that 
ſome of ſtrong ſtomaclis lia ve drank it after 
twenty minutes ſtirring, without any the leaſt 
bare. and; with we greag benefit, eee 


| It hath been indeed- inſinuated- Sidi oil : 
Was ordered to be ſkimmed off, "becauſe it is 
Auſtic and dangerous; but this W 
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Eiwyſd,. among many others, : deinblc the thz bo 


water for:two:years together, with its oil up6n 
it, which never proved hurtful, otherwiſe 
than as being ſorgewhat-groſs and floating on 
the top, it Sade” the water Ie palatable} 
for: which reaſon calone it was N to Be 
W 5 { fleas „ „ rig eig 5 mo 
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ai 1 hath alſo been tinted; that adi tai 
water the ſecond time: of the ame tar was 
cxutioned againſt, | for that it was apprehended 
ſach water would prove too heating; which 
48-10: far! from being true, that When I cotta 
not: get freſh tar, I uſed the ſecond water with- _ 
out difficulty, by. means : whereof it ple 
Godoto recover from the mall po to chik- 
dren im my own family, who drank it very 
copiouſiy, a ſufficient proof that it is not f 
that fiery cauſtic nature which ſhine would 
batte uli le aft andl2 Patt bfu ! : 
ate IA = 4 1 M$ ved 183 70 
Abe Auch is, my ſole reaſon for adviſing 
| Het not to be uſed a ſebond tithe,” was be- 
cauſe I did not think it would ſuffciently im 
pregnate the water, or render it ſtrong duch 
after: ſo much of the fine volatile parts had been 
carried. off by the- former infuſion-. Truth 
obligeth me to affipm that there is no danger 
(for as much as I could ever obſerve) to be 
apprehended from tar- water, as commonly 


made; the fine volatile oil, on which 1 rake - 


its cordial. quality to: depend, is, in its own 
”. "WAS, 


* 


nature, fo loft and gentle, and ſo tempered 
| St the acid, and both. {o blended and res 


FIT 7 17 


Sabel Wee \ at are fo violent, that 
the leaſt exceſs is dangerous ; theſe require an 
exactneſs in the doſe, where a ſmall error may 

produce a great miſchief... But tar is, in truth, 
ho ſuch dangerous medicine, not even in ſubs | 
. Nance, as I have more than once known it 

taken innocently, mbxed with W. for a 

SY cure of A cold. N. 5 | 2 8 


But rotyrithilanding all that mY f faid 
on that Tubject, it is {till ſometimes aſked 
what preciſe quantity or. degree of ftrength is 
required? to which I anſwer, (agreeably to 
what hath been formerly and frequently ob- 
ſerved) the palate, the ſtomach, the particular 
- caſe and conſtitution of the patient, the ve 
climate or ſeaſon of the year, will diſpoſe ang 
require him to drink mote or leſs in quantity, 
ſtronger or weaker in degree; preciſely to Mean 
ſure its ſtrength by a ſcrupulous exactneſs, is 
by no means neceſſary. Every one may ſettle 
that matter for himſelf, with the ſame fafety 
that malt is proportioned. to water in making 

beer, and by * ſame rule, to wit, the Po 
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the water, * apes 15 14 *2 - 73 
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I er Is pup dere in RG. Waking 


Pherköf there is is "great | | 5 5 its perfection © 
not confiſting 1 in a poin ot, "but 1 vatying with the 
conſtitution and palite ' 0 
| nevertieleſs, at times, taken by the ſame per- 
ſon, weaker or ſtronger, r, with much. the ſame 


the patient, being 


erte, provided it be roportionably:j n rater 
or lefler quantity. It' may indeed be ſo 

weak as to have little. or no effect; 2 . 
the other hind; ſo ver ry ſtrong, as e 


Nomach®: but its deg ee of \treh th is ally 


diſcerned 'by 1 ice ales Anek "and ak. 
which ans? are the natufal and r proper. Joo 
whereby to. Judge thereof; Which the 
be afiy' el in aby! propo tion, by d 15 5 
the quantity either of tar or bf ate.” or the time 
df ſtirring. As for ſetting tar-water to ſtand, 
this is not to make it ſtronger, but more e clear 


0 and palatable. 


3 


bas i 


14 e 
ee ae of the _ 
| ly: by the 
methods. Bid down in my. former writings on 

this fakh rand this, not poly in regard ta 


truth, but much more in charity, to a multi. 


tude, which may otherwiſe perhapꝭ be influ- 
enced by the authority of fs, who endea- 
vour to put them out of conceit with a medi- 
eine ſo cheap, fo efficacious, and fo univerſal, 
by ſuggeſting and-propagating ſcruples about a 
_ cauſtic quality ariſing from the volatile oily: 
particles of tar, or reſin imbibed together with 
the acid in making tar-water ; an apprehenſion 
ſo vain, that the reverſe thereof i is true, for which 
99 1 appeal to the experience of many #Houſands, 
who can anſwer for the innocence and ſafety, 
as well as efficacy, of this medicine, of which 
there are ſuch ample and numerous certificates 
\ publiſhed to the world, 


I ſhall finiſh my TOR on the leis and is 
cure, with obſerving, that in caſe God ſhould 
with-hold his hand for the preſent, yet theſe 
reflections will not be altogether fruitleſs, if 
they diſpoſe men to a proper temper of mind,. 
and a cautious regimen, avoiding all extremes, ; 
(which things are juſtly reckoned among the 
chief preſervatives. againſt infection) but eſpe- 
cially if the apprehenſion of this deſtroyer 
ſhall heget ſerious thoughts on the frailty of 


human 
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life, and, in 
reformation f man nne 


would ſufficiently repay the trouble 
reading this letter, even though 


of tar water, as a remedy for the plagt 
be poſtponed (as God grant it may 


ure and diſtant opportunity. TY a 
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